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Substance Abuse 
Monitoring (SAM)

• Funded by the National Institute
of Justice since 1987

• Locally funded beginning in 2004 

• Interviews with adults and 
juveniles booked into
detention facilities

• Urinalysis identifies
recent drug use

• Platform for other research
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SAM Provides
Valuable Information

• One of ten indicators for the 
Meth Strike Force Report Card

• Demonstrates severity of 
problem in San Diego County

• Measures change over time 
and can be tied to other 
changes in the community

• Data shared through CJ 
Bulletins and CJ Faxes
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2009 Samples

• 766 adults
– 495 males and 271 females

– Average age 32.7 (18-69)

– 37% arrested for drug offense

• 154 juveniles
– 120 males and 34 females

– Average age 15.8 (12-18)

– 6% arrested for drug offense
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Half or More of Arrestees 
Test Positive for an Illicit 
Substance
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Adult Females Most Likely to 
Test Positive for Meth 
in San Diego
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Meth Harder to Obtain and 
More Expensive
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Drug Market Questions 
Show Where Different Drugs 
Are Obtained
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Juveniles Perceive
Different Risks of
Using Different Drugs
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Use of Illicit Drugs and 
Prescription and Other 
Medication Related (Adults)
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Use of Illicit Drugs and 
Prescription and Other 
Medication Related (Juv)

47% 47% 47%

67%

11%
16%

4%
15%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Meth Cocaine Mushroom s Ecstasy

Med ication  Abuse No Med ication  Abuse

Percent Who Ever Used Illicit Drug



17

Drug Use Varies by Arrestee 
Characteristic, Including 
Age
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Gang Involvement

• 46% of juveniles, 13% of adults 
reported membership or 
association

• 53% report family member 
association

• 71% say they plan on ending 
association eventually

• More likely to have used and 
sold drugs
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Other Adult Statistics
• 44% ever homeless
• 39% had driver vehicle under 

influence in past year
• 33% had juvenile justice 

contact
• 30% had received treatment 

before
• 20% previous mental health 

diagnosis
• 20% visited ER for drug-

related incident
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Other Juvenile Statistics

• 91% report previous truancy
• 66% of females and 37% of 

males have run away from 
home

• 60% have parents who have 
been arrested and booked

• 46% report parental alcohol 
and/or other drug use

• 36% report previous family 
CPS contact
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